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Autumn Newsletter 2015. 

 

Welcome to the Autumn newsletter. “Where did the summer go?” Indeed we may even be inclined to ask if 

we even had a summer. The weather here has, I think, been fairly gentle and steady throughout this year 

with few peaks and troughs. 

 

I took this picture in late August when the trees were just 

starting to turn in Queens Park looking over the beautiful 

city of Glasgow.  Queens Park is in the south side of the 

city not far from Hampden Park football stadium. We 

were visiting our daughter who moved to Glasgow 

earlier in the year from London.  The climate in Glasgow 

has been a tad cooler and wetter than here in Newcastle 

and even more so than in London where Samantha 

moved from.  Arriving in Glasgow in an unusually wet 

year, even by Glaswegian standards, which has seen 

many very wet days barely reaching 12 degrees in Glasgow whilst on the same day London basked in 25 

degrees and sunshine. 
 

 Lawn care. 
The miracle of new life in all forms is amazing!  I recently noticed on a walk 

through a field in Northumberland how the well trodden path complete with 

bare patches and mole hills was being repaired and reseeded by nature. The 

grass had been allowed to grow uncut and had produced seed heads. When the 

seed was ripe it fell onto the bare patches and mole hills, soil which had been 

aerated by the moles and made fertile from the sheep and rabbit 

droppings.  Rather than all the seed being released at one time it’s dispersed 

over a period of time thereby increasing the chances of germination. As a 

result the grass remains dominant by keeping a dense sward allowing very few 

weeds to grow. 

By contrast in our gardens, as we tend to take control away from nature and 

shape things our way we need often to intervene with our lawns and provide 

additional care at this time of year as we try to repair and maintain the garden lawn.  We try to recreate the 

lawn care found in nature; through feeding, aeration and re-seeding. I try to recreate this lawn care process 

the environmentally friendly and natural way, there are of course other methods which rely more on 

chemicals which I do not use.  

 

No, I'm not proposing that we allow our lawns to grow like the field! As it isn’t very practical in most of our 

gardens.  But now is the time to consider if any nurturing or repairing of the lawn is needed.  It all takes 

place in a fairly short period, as once the temperature drops and the cold sets in germination of lawn seed is 

no longer possible until next spring.  I am currently offering autumn lawn care from September through 

October to scarify and autumn feed the lawn where appropriate.  Please feel free to contact me if you 

require any autumn lawn care as it’s worth booking ahead due to demand. 
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Planting. 
Autumn is a good time to plant while the soil is still warm giving the plant a chance to establish before the 

dormant period. It's also the right time to plant many types of spring flowering bulb. 

 

Alan Sugar once said in the Apprentice "sell what smells" so I'm going to start selling chicken manure, only 

joking!  But I do think short and sweet sayings can be very helpful. So, here's two of mine: "sow what 

grows" and "plant what shows". By this I mean that it's worth taking a look in your garden and neighbours 

gardens to see what is doing well and what isn't.  Effectively working with nature and using plants which are 

suited to their environment.    When plants do poorly there are three main things to look for: diseases, pests, 

physiological issues (e.g. light, water, soil type acidic / alkaline etc). The physiological issues can be very 

hard to change, for example trying to change a heavy clay soil, or remove shade (especially if it’s caused by 

a building or wall) so, for a greater chance of success, it’s always wise to take a look at your garden and 

consider the soil type, light and environment we’re looking to plant in before choosing plants. 

 

Fencing, custom made handrails and special storage. 
'A stitch in time saves nine' and in the case of our garden fences that can be a useful adage. The occasional 

check of the fence and keeping the timbers well stained can prolong fence life.      Rarely do fences fall apart 

'overnight', rather it tends to be a gradual process and timely maintenance can make all the difference. 
 

Over the past few years we have installed various types of custom made 

handrails to provide 

safer entry to gardens 

and access along paths.  

To the left is a handrail 

with posts set in 

concrete allowing safe 

access up and down 

steps. 

To the right, a sturdy 

handrail set along a 

house wall using neat 

metal brackets.   The handrail is continued beyond the wall and into the garden 

to the gate using posts set in concrete for longevity and strength.  In all cases 

the handrails are installed to be discreet and blend in with their 

surroundings. 

 

This season, has seen a first in our design and production of a custom made outdoor 

storage shed for ‘Ruby’ a ruby red walker for a client. This allows the walker to be 

kept safely outdoors and is one less item to find a home for in the house. 

 

Autumn tidy. 
Autumn is a good time for a final tidy of the season to' put the garden to bed' for the 

winter and be in a good state for the start of the new season. 

 

Christmas decorations. 
For the first time last year I took orders for Christmas wreaths made in the foothills of 

the Cheviots. The feedback after Christmas was very positive and the wreaths had 

been enjoyed and lasted the festive period perfectly. For some clients an alternative 

style to a wreath was requested, so this year I am currently looking into options and 

hope to provide more information shortly on the wreaths and Christmas displays. 

Above – the custom made  

outdoor storage 
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Out and about. 
Inspiration for our gardens comes from many places. I've taken pictures on my travels over the summer of a 

wide spectrum of gardens which I think may offer some ideas and inspiration, from ‘knickers in the hedge’ 

to hydrangeas! All will become apparent as you read on 

and of course much depends on personal taste. 

 

Craster.  

Seaside gardens on a slope. Fine examples of how good 

design and the right planting can maximise the use of a 

sloping piece of land to provide a great place to sit and 

enjoy. 

 

 

Coquetdale. 

A fabulous spread of coloured 

hydrangeas beside the river Coquet 

(picture on left).  On the right is a 

Client’s garden in Brunton Park 

giving a fine late summer show of 

colour with a mop head hydrangea 

making the backdrop for an elegant 

light blue agapanthus and a blue 

gentian in the rockery in the foreground of the picture.  Hydrangeas generally 

seem to flourish in our area as I have seen many a fine hydrangea in client 

gardens across our area in; Denton Burn, Gosforth, Fenham, Seaton Delaval and 

West Moor. 

 
 

Rennington scarecrow festival. 

The scarecrow festival this year was amazing! Scarecrows ranged from the Prime Minister pushing a 

wheelbarrow with a broken wheel to Delboy and Rodney to an enormous teddy made from straw bales. 
 

Rennington is a beautiful, quintessential village. My wife and I really enjoyed the 

festival and loved the village, so much so, that we've even picked out our care 

home! It’s the old vicarage, which is now a residential care home, it's the building 

to the left of the Church.  
 

Perhaps scarecrows  'are not just for festival days but for life'.  Perhaps they are 

something we could have in our gardens all year. That's something we've 

implemented in our garden with the addition of 2 little scarecrows in our borders. 

In Camperdown, we 

actually had a local 

scarecrow who won an 

award ......... for being 

'outstanding in his field"  

    It's not unusual? – knickers in the shrubbery!  This is unusual!  It certainly is ….mmm. hmm! 



Here are a few more ideas for your garden from the scarecrow festival. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 .….. Happy gardening!  Tony 

Time to potter!   How about this for an idea, if 

you have any spare flower pots, of course, it 

could be on a smaller scale. 

                            Our PM in the garden 

                      “Don’t be a plonker Rodney!” 

Oh no! is that another plonker with the mole catcher  

…….. or is it yours truly! 

         I just wanna be your teddy bear! 

 Never mind ‘don’t drink and fly, who put this building 

here!’ was the caption on this amazing witch. 


